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 ROBBERS BLINDED

- HER WITH ACID.

Then Tore the Diamonds
from Mrs. Henry Siefke's
| Ears.

Plucked Out Her Jewelled Breast-

pin and Escaped from
the House.

Third Visit of Robbers in. the Same
House, and Most Successful of
the Series.

POLICE OWN THEY ARE BAFFLED.

Victim |s Unable to Supply a Satisfactory
Deicnption of the Man That Blinded
and Then Choked Her Into
Insansibility.

Rlinded by a solution of carholle acld
thown Into her face hy & robbor, and
| udable to soream, owing fo his vise-llke
| grip on ber throat. Mrs. Henry Sleflke was
| robbed of jewels valned at $500 In her home
at No. 307 West Thirty-sixth street early
Thursdny evening.

Mr. and Mrs. Blefke's residence ts one that
soems egpecially fempting to thieves, It is
ona of the few old-fashioned houses close
to “ Elghth avenue, which, built half a
century ago, are still occupled by the fam-
1liez of those persons for whom they wers
arrcted. :

Mr. Slefio has on the secend floor of the
hotsa nn offtee, where he has his desk and
keeps many of his papers. This room s
nt the: frant of .the house, and connecting
with It is o larger rh'om. used na a sitting
room. Directly back of the sitting room
and connected "with It by a short hall Is
Mrs. Blefke's bedroom. and between the
twa rooms are two closets,

Mr. snd Mrs, Slefke had tea with thelr
son, |(Henry, Jz., nbout B:30 o'clotk The
young man- then went out, and his father
and mother went to Mr. BSlefke's office,
whers he looked over some papers and
chatted with his wife. About 6:30 o'clock
He stnrted for hie stables to look after
one of his trotting horses. As he left hils
office he passed through the sltting room
with his wife and entered her bedroon.
There he left her and went ot Info_the

main hall and down the - stalrs to the first
flonr. As he passed aut the froat door
he noticed that It was fastened securely
behind him. The stable I8  next door

to! the honse, and. Mr. Slefke dld npot have
to wilk more than twenty feet to the door.

Mts. Henty Siefke Blinded with Acid, Ghoked and Robbed.

During the temporary abseénce of ber husband from their home. on West Twenty-sixth atreet, thieves, who had prob-
ably been hiding in the house for some time, attacked her, flung a carbolie acld solution into her eyes, tore her diamonds

from her ears, snatehed her breastpin,

of the burglars, and the police have no clew that may lead to their arrest. This Ia

house,

and choked her into insensibllity. Mrs. Sle

e |8 unable to glve a good
he ‘third time robbers have

ription
alted the

EUGENE HIGGINS'S GUESTS

With a Party of Friends Ha Leaves To-day on
His New Yacht Varuna for an
Extended Tour,

The Yarunn, Fugene Higging's new: yacht.
will welgh unchot and =all to-dsy at noon.
My, Higgins will take as hls guests George
De Forest Griut, Charles M. Heory, Iphn
Willldim V. Lawsoen, Frank M. Heory, John
Dusr, Feanels W. J. Hurst, Dr. R E,
Brown, Willlam Wood and possibly three
or fouy gther friends.

Franels W, J. Hurst, who |s the treasurer
of the New York Yacht Club, as well as a
miemtber of the Unlou, Down Town. Riding,
Cotm:rt, Larchmont and other ciobe, wiil

with Mr. Higgins only as far ns Ber-
uda.  Mr urst  usually passes his
Wintera nt Beruuda, where Le owns "R fine

old place ot Hamilton, The Huratd wers

among the first Hugnenot ssttlers in Ber

wuda, Tho yuchting party will be practl-

“eally Mr. Hurst's gnests doring the week

Varuna will tarry at this place, and at

one hig entertalnment at the Goy-
wr*s‘_Hnum w-llﬁ b mk;i_n Jﬁ B

r aring will go to Madeirs, rujtar

and altlrseilln after leaving Bermuda.” At
es (ieorge De Forest Gra

drop out of the party.

x s )

i

£ welil| Tne s
He'ls & som of Mra. | Syrup da ‘Dand. Tu 15 lavateable.—Adve,

David Beach Grant and a brother of the
Conntess of Essex, formerly Miss  Adele
Grant, the famous beanty. Mrs, GGrant has
of late years beet: moderately well off, and
practieally Iveg on the other side, Mr.
Girant, when he leaves Mr. Higgins's yacht,
will foin his family.

The nother guesta are Ilkely to remaln
with Mr. Higgins until he returns, six
months from now.

WARNING TO BUSINESS MEN,

E. Walpole Warren Draws a Lssson from
the Election.

A half hour noonday service was held
In St. Paul's Chopel, Vesey street and
Brondway, yesterday. After the litany, the
Rev, Dr. E. \\‘a!fmle Warren, rector ﬁf 8t.
James's Episcopal Church., made an nddress
In whieh be talked especlally to business
| In:‘lI'I‘

saving In pure:

WAt you to realize that the Kingdomn
of God Is coming constantly by 8 process
of evolution, How [t shall come is'n re.
lglous and spirltun] question.  In these
hurd times, when the conflict between la-
hor and capltal is wilening the chasm be.
tween the rich and poor, we are on the
tween the rich and the poor, we are on the
heed the warning.'

Dr. Bull's Cough
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WENT TO JERSEY TO WED;

Aibany Couple (Bridegroom Rather Nervous,
and with Divorce Papers, Married in
., Jersey City.

Edward N, Winters, of No. 75 Pear] street,
Kingston, N, Y., and Miss Lillle E. Oster-
houdt., of No. 91 Grand -street, Albany,
were married by Justice of the Teace
Weed In Jersey City, Thuraday, Both were
handsomely dressed. Mr. Winters gave his
age, nlso that of the bride, as twenty-
nlne years. He appeared rather nervous
hefore the ceremaqny.

“Can a man divorced In New York marry
in Jersey," hLe at Inst asked the Justite.
The lntter told him he could If he had the
PEODEr papers.

produced them. = They were found to be
ail right nnd the marriage proceeded. The
witnesses were Willlam F. Weed and Ed-
winrd A, Bhult,

.
Lady Scott's Ca-Defendant Dies.

London, Dec. 11.—Fredorick Krst, one of the
defofidnnts In the Actlon of Enrl Russsll against
hils motkier-fu-law, Ludy Seott, and three othern
1 o ondriy o tortutyie. VIts Dot 108
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“Here they are,” sald Winters, as he

He found It locked nnd saw that the coach-
man had gone to dioner. . 8o he returond
to his home and entered by the bascment
door, taking a seat In the gdining room.
He had just picked up & paper when the
mervant called him. and =ald that Mra.
Blefke wanted him op the second floor.
There he found. hls wife unconsclous and
her clothing smelllng strongly of carholie

‘Lneld, whlle her face and eyes showed that

rig: eame corrrosive had been thrown upon
m.

Mr. Slefke hurrled to the . street and
nsked Pollceman Dynan to come into the
house, . Jnst then Dr. Keller, a veter-
nary . surgeon,  who, s treating one of
Mr. ~ Bleflke's. horses, came up, and be,
tdo, wag cnlled In. He at once saw that
Mrs, Slefke wns suffering from caerbolie
acld burns, and. sent the servant for
galves which weuld afford relfef until a
Ehyslcim conld be summoned.

Mrs. Slefke soon’ recovered consclousness
and told the story of the attack upon her.
Bhe sald that just after her husband left
her she started to go downstalrs and had
reached the head of the stalrs when a man
sprang from her bedroom, and, selzing her
by the throat with one hand. with the ather
squirted ecarbollc acld upon her fare and
1m_g']1_er eyes. While she was thus held =zo
tightly ‘that she could not scream. she felt
some one tear her dlamond earrings from
her eara. Then a diamond pin that ahe
wore at her throat was pulled. loose. She
thin_ Pﬁmme qno?ngt!nu“;ﬁm

t this mowent Dr. nm Ross, of No,
366 West Twenty-seventh: street, arrived.
He found that Mrs. Slefke had not been se-
verely burned by the acld, which had evi-
dentiy been so diluted that it would merely
blind a Eersnn temporarily. Bhe wus, how-
éver, suffering greatly from nervous shock
and was on the verge of hystéria. Her enars
were nat badly lacerated, Dr. Ross gave
her opiates and Jeft her. A short time later
she was able to ncmmp‘an-{ her son to: the
West Twentloth Street Statlon. where a
formal report of the rohbery wis thnde,

Captain Walsh sent all the detectives fin
the statlon to the house, where they were
200n joined by two men sent by Captaln of
Detectlves O'Brien.  They examined the
house enrefully ' and  deelded the
thieves must have seeursd entrance from
the roof of the stable. through the second
story - window, which bas no lock and ean
e easily ralsed from the outside. ‘Mrs,
Stefke notleed that It was slightly open
after supper, but thought this was due to
the eRsness  of the servant.  The
thieves probably -hid In the closet :Fpm\ss
from Mrs. Slefke's room and walted untll
they heard her husband leave the house.
Then they emergad nnd attacked her.

This {8 not the only Tobhery that has
been attempied at the Slefke housp. 1In
Fehruney, 1805, thfeves got into the ploce
and. chloroformed -Mrs, Slefke. but were
frightened’ away before they aeciired any
;n it Last March the place was agnin
rolien - Int
und clothing

nto and expenslve Jace curtalns

packed up ready to be taker
and

away, when
amen escaped. ik
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ARIA BARBERI, for the first tlme In over twenly weary months, opened her
ayes veaterday to the early morning Heght In her own bed. Her first thought
was of her freedom. In great grictitude she Khelt to thank God for His
goodness, Then she begnn to dress. Bhe had not completed this task when

a loud knock at the outer door announced eallers. In they erowded—nelghbors whe

hnd gossiped for nesarly two years concerning the probable fate of the Itallan

girl. all anxious to shake bands with her, and same to give her a warmer welcome.

A medley of voleoes poured forth a flond of Itallan words. Marla answered with
unusnal animation, The famlly left her talking while they partook of their mengre
breakfast. The glirl seemed to forget her peed of food In the enjorment of her
new gift of freedom. .

8 o'Clock.

+ Mnarla still sat on the 1ittls horsehalr sofn. suyrounded by her friends. The lhiol-
low-cheeked mother, with eyes wet from tears of grief and jor. was n gilent. happy
spectator of the scene, while the father pushed tobaceo Into his plpe with fingers
ronghened from his tallor's teade. Occaslonally hizx head would nod In approval of
some ohance utterance, while o dull smile oversapread his face.

The rest of those who made np the grofip were ghout the same In numhber, but
the facea had changed In a kaleldoscople fashion.  The door opened and a young
womnan entered, carrylng n small child in her nrmg.  She was rather good looking—
the bahby her eounterpart. 1t was Marid's slster. They klssed each other with fer-
vor, Thon the child was transfarred to the arms of the nunf. whe had been sbsent
during Its first hahyhood. The maternal Instinet Is strong In her untutored. heart,
She was as pleased with her lttle nicee 8s a child with a new doll. Bhe Elssed
her not once, but many times. only to rpeat the act in a short while as she held
the bright-eyed little crenture close to hor hosom.

D A, M.

A tall young Itallap knooked and enlered,
and very much exelied. He waved o forelgn  paper about
talking nll the while In his natlve tongue., His attentlon
fnlrly good ent of Marin’s attorney. My Friend.

After his early departure and that alko of most of the other guests, the over-
wronght glrl was Importuned to partake of her neglected breakfast. She did this,
first sepving a cup of coffee. for the one remaining visitor. Marla wore ‘& olean
white npron over her bHack gown. and many soclety girls have served teh with less
grace than she did the clear. strong coffee, Bhe gald she wns oot hungry, but she
oneenstonally nibbled at shop cakes from the depths of a Hitle paper hag she carried
I ‘her hand.

He was as muscular as 8 Gollath
In a frantle manger,
wns centred upon a

10 m. m.

Accompanied by her lirtle brother John and Lemnis Vegarra, the Interpréter for
the firm of Friend, House & Grossmnan, Marla. boarded the Third avenue cable car.
8he was eager to reach the offiee of her Inwybrs. The Countess «l Brazza, who
helped her omglu a new trinl, had promised to meet her there some thme durlog the
forenoon, . )

While ascending in the elevator to the lnwyrers' offices she exhibited much nerr-
nusness, and clung to A neighboring hand stretehed out to reassure her. She lost her
présenee of mind, but dld not relingnish the figure of the Yellow Kid, which had
Just been presented to her-mueh to her amusement. )

—— The.Countess was slow fno¢eoming. A handful of pgg'pllr‘\__g;l;q___;_:dull]»md 1n‘ tllE_

office to keep Marlt company. She wasasked to write a few more testimoninls.

Obliging to all requests, she sented herself at the desk and began her slow task, for
the unfortunate girl 18 not quick with her pen. She suddenly arose, placlug her
hand to her brow.

“My head feels quéer,” she execlalmed, sinking into a chalr néar an open win-

dow., "I want some alr. T have tnlked to many people and It makes my head go
rotiml.”
She felt hetter presently, and finished her letters,

. il . m.

Behind a screen Marls stood washing the ink r?om her chubby fAngers. Her
fare had solldified Into its usual apathetle expression. Mr. Friend entered the room,
followed by n tall, stately blond woman, gownped In black velver, with gleams of
hellotrope showing through It. A mass of lac chiffon fluffed over the front of her
bodice, whils a henrily jetted black velvet bolero - jacket obstinately refused to be
covored by It. The large felt hat of helloirope she wore wag burdened with im-
mensa velvet popples of Hiae overshadow od by odd horseshoe loops of black satin.
This vislon of forelgn fashlon paused nenr the desk.

“Mnrin.” called Mr. Friend, “come here.. Who s this?”

The girl pansed to dry her hands and then came forward in an uninterested man-
ner.  She evldently thonght gome one elge wanted her autograph. Even after her
eyes fell upon the tall blonde she seamed slow to recoguize her friend. But only for
a moment. Then the dark face became radlant with Jor. She uttered a [lttle moan-
Ing ary of joy, then clasped her benpfactress In her arms, while klss after kiss was
exclhianged between them, The Countess held the girl off for n moment, excluiniing:
“How well you are Inoklng!” Then followed anotler bunch of kisses that madé by-
standers feel very much In the coli.

Questions upon guestlons were hnrled at Marla by her friend of high degree. These
prineipally enncerped the girl®s tamily and ber present state of affairs.

. 12 m,

The Countess took breath for 'a moment snd then exclaimed: “What do wyou
think I have brought you, Murla? Of course you cannot guess. A rosary blessed by
the Popel® g

Asg slie spoke shie dréew from a Dox an‘amber yosary and handed it to her protegee.
who kissed the giver's hand and also the glft.

“You know I am an ldeallst,'” coutlnued the Countess, and I have always told
you that you belonged under a yellow dome. That Is why I brought you long ago the
Hitle ¢amary Clecillo In his golden cage,, I wounld not bring you @ rosary of pearls—
ah, I see you have ome already. Romove them, Marla; pearls slgnify tears. You
have had yours, child. Now replace them with my amber, which will bring you sun-
shine."

The old pearl rosary. whose string of many henads had been told €0 often to the
prayers for Cataldo’s soul during the weary prison months, were hastily discarded hy
thelr owner and then In their place shone the glittering amber. The Chuntess chat-
tered o while and finally prepared to depart. Bhe only prepared, however, for still
ghe lngered.

1p-m.

The Countess dl Brazza took her departure, it seemed, regretfully, after again
kissing the blushing girh

Miss Dorothy Tsner, the actress who has just returned from Anstralia: with,a
sprained ankle, was souounced to'Mr. Friend. Maria was not long in  recalving
the expected Introductlon, The reguest for “a few words with your autograph™
followed, as a mafter of course. The persecuted girl was weary, her head dlazy
from excltement, but she complled with the request. Before she had flnlshed two
other women aslked for slmllar mementoes.

In the last twenty-four honrs Marla Barberl has practised more penmanship
than ever before in her entire lfe. .

| 2P M ’

A cab stood in front of the bullding which halde the pfice of Friend & House,
Into it stepped Marin, then llttle John, followed by Mr. Friend, They were driven
to the Tomhs, that the girl might obfaln some arncles of clothing she ‘had left
and also the Iittle golden Cleeillo, her:pet canary. He was transferred from Sing
Sing to the Tombs with his mistress, and ever since has shared her Weary confine-
ment; but on Thursday, when she joyfully left the prison bars behlnd her, Cle-
alllo remalned the lone ocenpant of the cell. Yesterday, In 8 megsure, Marla
“gave him bis freedom. He acknotwledged It with a toerry carol. Warden Van de
Carr, Commissloner Wrlght, Mrs. Bmith, the matron, and many otherg gave Maria
an enthusiastic welcome. ' ,
N aPrP.M,

The Barber party went off lo the cab to have Marin's pleture tapken. They

stopped at her lnwyers’ oftice on the return trip fog a few monments, Then the sister

ang brother swere driven home.
4 to G P.M, 4 /
Marla slowly elimbed the old, rlekety stalra’of her home. The reom was full:of
company, walting for ber return, At 8 o'clock she shared the frugal famlily supper
of coffee, bread and butter and potatoes. The pirl had partaken of w0 wolld fond
since morning and was sorely ‘n need of nourlshment,

G to 10 P. M.

Still the unceasing clintter of tongiaes In the Barberd homie.  Callers who left
were Immediately réplaced by others. ' At last the most persistent well wigher. left,
Wenry almost to Uiness from the severe gtraln under which she had labored so long,
Marin lovingly embraced ‘ench member of her fanilly and retlred to heriltrle room.
Slowly she told the glistening amber heads, with priyers for thelr giver and for all
those who bava befriended her. More slowly the tired fingers did thelr duty, for she
wis almost exhausted. Ten o'clock found her In her bed fust asleep,
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